CHEROKEE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Policy

MATERIALS SELECTION

The Materials Selection Policy outlines the principles and criteria followed in selecting materials to be added to the collection of the Cherokee Public Library. The Board of Trustees and the staff of the Cherokee Public Library seek to provide access to materials representing a variety of viewpoints as outlined in the Library Bill of Rights and the Freedom to Read statement.

The primary objective of the library is to serve the needs of the community. Therefore, the library’s collection of materials includes sufficient quantity and variety to satisfy all age groups. 

Materials selected are intended to promote life long learning and/or be a source of recreational reading, viewing and listening. They need to offer diverse views on current and historical issues and reflect the multi-cultural background and makeup of the community. Materials selected need to maintain balance by subject matter and physical format.

Materials in foreign languages will be considered and/or selected when the demand for such is sufficient to justify the expense.

Resources used to select materials include but are not limited to requests received from patrons, recommendations from library periodicals, and press reviews about literature received from publishers and distributors.

The Library Director considers all titles suggested by patrons and purchases the item if it meets collection criteria.
Donations of materials are accepted at the discretion of the director or children’s librarian.
The Board of Trustees delegates the responsibility for the selection of materials to the professionally trained staff employed. Ultimate responsibility for selections rests with the Library Director and Library Board of Trustees.

SELECTION OF SPECIFIC TYPES OF MATERIALS

ADULT FICTION

High interest and public demand are the primary selection criteria for adult fiction. Multiple copies are purchased if indicated; two regular print copies and one large print copy is the limit for any individual title. 

Genre such as westerns and science fiction is purchased based on demand and circulation. Paperbacks will be purchased to meet needs for current demand, especially in the popular fiction category.

ADULT NONFICTION

Authority, scope, currency and balance of views are the primary selection criteria for nonfiction. An attempt is made to present multiple sides of controversial issues and to ensure adequate material is available on any timely public issue. Good quality paperback editions will be purchased whenever available to assist with budget restraints.

Specialized materials, such as law, medicine and technology are purchased within the limitations of the library budget. Generally, interlibrary loan and reciprocal borrowing agreements are used to provide access to these materials. 

PERIODICALS (magazines and newspapers)
Periodicals are selected on the basis of patron preference. The library maintains a core collection of popular magazine subscriptions in a variety of topics subject to change by circulation, patron interest and price. Donated magazines are accepted at the library director’s discretion if issues are current and the donation comes in consistently. The library provides the following as a core newspaper collection: local Cherokee newspaper(s), the Sioux City Journal and the Des Moines Register. Other newspaper subscriptions are based on use and budget capability. 

LARGE PRINT

Selection of large print is based on patron demand, availability, budget constraints and shelf space.  Additional books are borrowed on a rotating basis from the circulating collection of the Decorah Public Library.

AUDIO BOOKS 

Selection of audio books reflects the demands and interests of library patrons of all ages. Audio books are selected with the same criteria and guidelines as books. 
DVDs
Selection of DVDs reflects the demands and interests of library patrons of all ages. Selections will be made in the following categories: current releases, children’s interests, classic movies and television, musicals and concerts, travel, documentaries and instruction.
MICROFORMS

Materials in microform and microfiche are purchased when appropriate or if that is the only format available. Local newspaper films are a priority.

ELECTRONIC DATABASES

Electronic databases containing various types of information and indexes to periodicals are selected based on patron needs and cost.
DOWNLOADABLE AUDIO BOOKS & EBOOKS

Access to downloadable audio books and ebooks is available through the Bridges consortium. Information and instructions on using the program are available at the library’s circulation desk. Materials can be purchased per need deemed by director and board based on availability of material elsewhere and costs. 
GENEALOGY

Local history books and records are collected as available. The library’s collection is supplemented and enhanced by the materials available from the Cherokee Area Archives.

IOWA COLLECTION

Books and other materials on Iowa will be selected based on the general criteria listed. An effort will be made to continue adding to the Iowa collection as new books are published as well as to acquire volumes of historical value.

WORLD LANGUAGE MATERIALS
The Library’s world language collection is designed to meet the needs of native speakers of languages other than English and people interested in language study. Currently the greatest demand is for Spanish-language materials that reflect local cultures and reading levels, as well as literary titles representing a variety of authors. Additional languages are considered as the populations of speakers of languages other than English settle in the community.
PUZZLES
Puzzles are purchased based on need and the selection criteria mentioned above for other material.
SELECTION OF CHILDREN’S MATERIALS

The Cherokee Public Library seeks to provide materials in several formats for children from infancy through 8th grade. Promoting a love of reading, satisfying curiosity, and contributing to education are all goals of the selection process.

An adequate number of board books, beginning readers, picture books and juvenile titles are selected to meet demand. Materials purchased include fiction, non-fiction and multimedia kits on a variety of subjects and are classified as easy, juvenile or young adult. The same general guidelines listed for selection of adult fiction and non fiction are used for children’s books.

Books chosen for the parent’s section cover a wide selection of topics concerning the development of children and family life issues such as divorce, child abuse, adoption and sex education. Books located on the parent’s shelf are intended to help parents understand and guide children through all stages of growth.

Selection of audio books and DVDs for children is addressed under those specific materials guidelines.

RECONSIDERATION OF LIBRARY MATERIALS
Because of the wide variety and the diversity of the community we serve, it is possible that someone may find some materials problematic or offensive. The library belongs to the whole community and to everyone who uses its services. The library staff and the library board welcome comments and criticisms of the collection as a whole or of individual items. Patrons are more than welcome to attend a board meeting and share concerns if something is found to be offensive. 
Procedure followed to express concern: 
Complete "Reconsideration of Library Materials” form and submit to Director. 
Discuss concern with Director. 
Meet with the Library Board of Trustees to discuss concern. 
Board makes final decision.
If the library director is not available, leave a message with the assistant at the desk and they will relay it to the director. The director will then reach out to the patron to discuss the concerns.
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